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Community Education in the field of environmental and climate protection as a 
potential for civil society engagement 
 
Abstract 
 
This article reports on a study of professional-oriented and participant-oriented points of view 
concerning experiences on community education. The data were collected by means of two 
questionnaires to which 84 participants from Austria, Greece and Romania responded. The results 
of the study indicate the experiences of the participants from the community education programs 
they have participated in as well as their point of view on environmental issues and the way 
organizations implement community education projects. 

 
Context 
 
The overall aim of the project “Community Education in the field of environmental and climate 
protection as a potential for civil society engagement, funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the 
European Union, is to activate civil society engagement in the field of climate protection. 
Furthermore, the project aims at developing options for action for citizens in rural and urban areas, 
raising awareness of climate change issues and promoting a change towards a more sustainable 
way of life. Through the exchange of experiences with different framework conditions in rural and 
urban areas, components for successful community education in the field of environmental and 
climate protection will be identified and published as output of the project in guidelines, which are 
a concrete result of the project, including community education methods that can be applied in the 
field of environmental, and climate protection for citizens in urban and rural areas to activate and 
motivate them to design their own living space. 

 
Strategies for adaptation to climate change must aim, among other things, to encourage citizens 
to work together on sustainable solutions to future challenges in order to maintain their own quality 
of life. Rural and urban areas face different challenges when it comes to how civil society 
commitment can meet the challenges of climate change. The project partners' experience with 
community education processes in different areas is used to learn from each other and to 
implement components for successful community education processes in the field of environmental 
and climate protection. 
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Methodology 
 
The main objective of the survey conducted with the questionnaires was to define components of 
good practices in the field of Community Education in Austria / Romania / Greece. Two different 
questionnaires were created; One questionnaire aiming to reflect criteria from an institutional 
perspective. Persons from project partners organization involved in community education processes 
as well as persons from organizations of local network partners were interviewed. The second 
questionnaire served to interview people who had already participated in community education 
processes. As each project partner has already experience with community education processes, 
project partners’ staff working on community education participated in the survey. In combination 

of both perspectives, the project partners define general good practice criteria. The survey results 

are the basis for the further development of a common understanding of community education 
across projects and the identification of competences for good practice. 

 
Results 
 

- Participants Perspective 
 
Statistical Data 

 
In total, 51 participants from Austria, Greece and Romania (17 from each country), which 
have experience in community education projects, took part in the research. More than 
50% of the participants have university education, with work positions as private 
employees, teachers and employees in the culture industry.  

 
Personal Experience 
 
Respondents from Austria have participated in community education that focused on 
revitalization, shared learning, community gardening, memory culture, or resource sharing, 
for example. According to their opinion, it is worthwhile to be involved in community 
education projects and nice to watch  an idea inspiring a whole village, because continuous 
training can bring a future in their life. They believe that a project must appeal to the 
majority and have general benefit to the public in order to bring adult education further in 
community development.  
Participants from Greece who had experience in community education projects such as  
Community Trainings, Municipality workshops, Education about Children with Learning 
Disabilities, Public Health, Sports and Human Resources, support the importance of being 
active in the community.  
Finally, the participants from Romania who had participated in projects such as vocational 
training activities, practical experiences in context of successful integration in education, 
environmental sociology, believe that community education cannot longer be treated by 
simple theories but by conclusive actions with immediate results.  
According to the participants, the term of Community Education describes the lifelong 
collective learning projects by developing social fabric problem solving and the education 
of people to be actively involved in the life of the community.  
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Regarding to the factors that contributes to successful community education projects, 
participants report the trainer’s skills, the quality of educational material, the financing and 
the support of the local and national authorities. 
Finally, there was strong positive agreement on participating in community education on 
climate change and environmental protection, and themes such as saving energy, plastic 
free campaigns, e-mobility, urban gardening and biodiversity.   

 

 
- Institute Perspective  

 
Statistical Data 
 
From the Institute Perspective, 33 participants (11 from each country) from different 
institutions, describe their experience working on community education projects. More 
specifically, 4 institutes from Austria, 3 from Greece and 5 from Romania responded to the 
survey. Most of the participants from the institutions were working in positions as project 
managers, researchers, facilitators and consultants and have more than 5 years’ experience 
in the field of education. 
 
Personal Experience  
 
When asked how the adult educators interviewed assessed the understanding and 
acceptance of, as well as attitudes toward, community-based education among the general 
population, lack of knowledge and awareness, as well as misunderstandings of the term 
itself, were mentioned in Austria. Greece also saw a need for more information and 
motivation, which was in line with the answers from Romania 
As they refer, the biggest challenges in community education projects are; setting common 
learning goals, satisfying needs and expectations of the participants change of mentality of 
the local authority and find sources.  
According to these, the factors that contribute to the success of community education 
projects are the bottom up approaches, innovation and interaction, strong network of 
communities, realistic implementation plan and of course the responding to the needs of 
the community.  
Finally, some of the community education projects current about the climate and 
environment are about the fire prevention, circular economy, agenda 2030 targets, 
protection of animals, limiting of food waste and gas emissions and increasing of green 
spaces.   
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Conclusion 
 
The results of this study indicate that while there is a willingness to participate in community 
education, particularly on issues of environmental protection and climate change, little information 
has been disseminated to the public or only sporadic processes have been organized and conducted 
on this topic. Furthermore, the importance of supporting local authorities in the implementation of 
community-oriented education projects as well as adequate funding is pointed out. 
Finally, the attitude and awareness of citizens regarding environmental issues is quite encouraging, 
as it seems that more and more people are recognizing the consequences of climate change, which 
we have been experiencing more and more intensely in different parts of the world in recent 
decades. 
 


