
 

 

Status quo of the project 
‘’Community education in the field of environmental and climate protection  

as potential for civil society engagement’’ 
 
About the project 
Citizens’ participation in the communities not only increases the quality oflife but also promotes cohesion 
and identity in a village. People who make a difference in thecommunity and use their skills and talents to 
actively manage their living environment, make a significant contribution to the social and community 
life. Effective local development and shaping can only succeed through the active involvement of the 
people who live there. 
 
Thus, the project follows the principles and methods of community education, withlearningby 
participating as a central tool in the shaping of community life. The forms of learning addressed here 
arecomposed of learning through joint action by citizens, learningthrough educational opportunities 
geared to community needs, and learningthroughnetworkingoflocalandregionalgroupsandorganizations. 
 
What has been done? 
We are on track with the project’s key objectives, which include developing a community education 
concept, exchange of experiences in implementing community education processes under different 
conditions in rural and urban areas, the development of criteria to establish what good practice looks 
likein community education in the field for environmental and climate protection, and the collection and 
analysis of 12 methods for community education.  
 
Furthermore, methods of community education are being adapted to match the conditions of the 
partnercountries and their respective environmental and climate protection plans. These methods have 
been successfully implemented previously by the project partners and belong to one of the four pre-
defined categories: methods of activation, methods of cooperation, methods of implementation, and 
methods of evaluation.  
 
Inspiring project activities and results so far  
We saw inspiring contribution from 30+ representatives from institutions with experience in community 
education, and 50+ participants with experience incommunity education processes. This allowed us to 
develop 28 descriptions of community education method profiles (8x activation methods, 6x cooperation 
methods, 8x implementation methods, 6x evaluation methods). The development of the method guide, 
dissemination, materials refinement, and brainstorming occurred both virtually but also in person, during 
two transnational project meetings and several smaller group virtual workshops.  
 
Findings and contributions illustrated from our Romanian network partner  
Each partner interviewed at least 10 people from institutions with experience in community education 
and 15 people who already participated in community education processes. The survey was conducted 
inAustria and Greece through an online questionnaire, and inRomania through focus groups. In order to 
understand more about the particularities and the concept of community education, two types of  
questionnaires were developed:for the professionals and one for the participants. 
 
We have found so far that the community education definition is quite similar acrossthe partnership 
countries. Of course, each country has some particularities:for example, in Romania, community 
education draws strong parallels to civic education. We are exemplifying below some answers from 
interviewees in Romania that are representative for the responses received: 



 

 

 
What do you understand though community education? 

 “... an opportunity for people to work together in order to have a better, more active and healthy 
life. Even if you plant a tree, volunteer or collect garbage, all of that will benefit every single 
person inthe community, not just you.  Itteaches us how to be less narcissistic and think about the 
good of the planet and those around us.’’ 

 ‘A ‘new’ form of education, similar to Civic Education, which helps people change their perception 
of what they can actually do in the community, of the benefits that their actions could have, 
notonly at the local level, but also at regional, national and even international level.” 

 “Through community education, one reaches not only a personal developmentas an individual, but 
also a development of the community, related to personal and professional opportunities, to local 
business and environmental protection, and even influencing decision-making at all levels.’’ 

What picture comes to your mind when you think about Community Education?  
 ‘“I imagine people from all over the world, such as individuals, various groups, NGOs, who 

voluntarily participate in various local and regional activities that aim to help people become 
autonomous and to contribute to the sustainable development of their residence and, from a 
broader perspective, of the entire environment.’’ 

 ‘’I imagine a large group of people, who isregularly involved in various activities of the community, 
like helping old people or other categories of disadvantaged people. But I can also depict a clean 
stream of water behind a group of volunteers that pick up the trash and care for their 
environment and surroundings.’’  

What factors contribute to a successful CE project? 
 “Local leadership and groups of volunteers who are committed to the general values of CE” 
 “Clear and well-understood project and its objectives/activities” 
 “Promotion of the project and, if possible, of other similar projects, which have been implemented 

before, and have had positive results in their  respective communities.’’ 

Impact of the project so far 
The organizations discovered new methods for Community Education through the exchange at TPM II and 
have the possibility to apply some of them on local, regional and national level in the future. The 
structured creation of the method profiles can serve as a template for further descriptions in the partner 
organizations, which can also be used and extended beyond the project.  
 
Through the survey on aspects of successful community education, people could be informed about the 
project. Subjects were encouraged by the survey to think and reflect on their understanding and 
experiences of community education, while also making an important contribution to the project itself.  
 
In addition, the project partners but also the participants and their organizations were able to raise their 
awareness of environmental and climate protection in connection with community education, while the 
results of the questionnaires provided concrete and practical examples of best practices in our respective 
countries.  
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